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The International Society of Precision Agriculture (ISPA) is a
non-profit professional scientific organization. The mission of
ISPA is to advance the science of precision agriculture globally.

Food By the Numbers

Some 80 percent of U.S. fruits and vegetables are grown on large farms and
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International Society of Precision Agriculture (ISPA) Board Meeting Minutes
June 30, 2015
Conference Call

Participants: Ken Sudduth, President; Nicolas Tremblay, President Elect; John Stafford, Past-President; Viacheslav Adamchuk, Secretary; Quentin Rund, Executive Secretary
Could not participate: Tyrell Fickenscher, Treasurer; Raj Khosla, Founding President
The meeting was called to order at 16:00 UTC/GMT (11:00 EST, 10:00 CST) by Ken Sudduth, president of the Board of Directors of ISPA.
The minutes from the previous meeting were corrected and approved.
Nicolas added a couple agenda items.

Quentin updated the board on the tax exemption process that has been accepted. The required documents were provided and this should grant ISPA 501C3 status, which is valid for under $50K/year income.

Quentin reviewed the newsletters from previous conferences. The mailing list for distribution is 5000 people. The newsletter for the 13th ICPA is being prepared. The question is whether we should be ready for an extended deadline or have it firm. The initial abstract deadline could be the end of November with the possibility of an extension until December 21. Ken suggested that, in terms of papers, extension should be granted on a case by case basis. The first newsletter will have the basic information with an invitation for papers. Another ICPA item is the list of topics. Quentin will send it around for comments and editing. 
Ken questioned ICPA promotion at ECPA. The poster and brochures are being prepared and will be presented in Israel. John reported that there are about 100 papers in the ECPA proceedings. Currently, there are 152 individual registrants with the expectation of about 200 in total. It would be nice to have the brochures distributed with the registration package. Quentin is going to send the file to the organizers. Ken suggested having an unfolded version to simplify preparation. Quentin will circulate the poster and announcement by this Thursday.

Ken and Nicolas discussed scientific divisions. The plan is to send members our proposal and invite comments. Ken has presented the “functioning divisions” idea at the NCERA-180 meeting (about 40 participants). Nicolas asked about the Wiki idea. Ken saw some support from the audience, but nothing in particular. Slava and Raj also participated at the NCERA-180 meeting.
ACPA organizers think it would be a good idea to have stronger links, but nothing has been put in place. Ken asked if anyone from the Board was planning to attend and mentioned that he might be participating to develop closer links with ISPA.

Quentin mentioned the progress on the change of the platform for the website host. The abstract submission site is under development. Minor updates (leadership, etc.) have been made. Nothing was pursued in terms of scientific divisions. Nicolas mentioned that repositioning the events listed in the newsletters help the website look up-to-date.

In terms of new business, Nicolas was in Lisbon to attend the geospatial world forum at the end of May. There was good corporate sponsorship (Trimble, Topcon, ESRI, Oracle, etc.). This was organised by EU and the importance of this event was clear. The new initiative, called “Inspire”, is aimed at information standardisation to facilitate exchange between countries. Nicolas promoted precision agriculture as one of the biggest beneficiaries from large amounts of geospatial data exchange. ISPA is in a good position for leadership in this area, especially from a scientific point of view. Ken was asked to summarize this in the next newsletter.
In addition to what was mentioned in the beginning of this call, NSERA-180 committee is a regional group started by Fran Pierce and Pierre Robert. The meeting in Lincoln was well-organized and interesting projects were reported. One of the initiatives is the education material developmental effort lead by SDSU. This initiative is funded by USDA with involvement from different participants, mainly from the Midwest, USA. One of key ideas is to have these materials suitable for distance education.

Nicolas is seeking comments with regards to his InfoAg presentation. What is the key message that should be conveyed? Slava asked if ISPA should be used as a broader platform for international and multidisciplinary functioning of different precision agriculture groups. After incorporating the comments, the new version will be circulated again.
Ken mentioned the new UAV commercial expo in London (October 20‑21, 2015) and the organizers have asked ISPA for information sponsorship. Based on the materials, the event has scientific merit and should be qualified for referencing to. Quentin is going to collect more information. 

The next meeting has been tentatively scheduled for August 25, 2015 at 16:00 UTC/GMT (11:00 EST, 10:00 CST). August 18 is a backup in case the other board members are not available on August 25.
The board meeting was adjourned at 17:05 UTC/GMT (12:05 EST, 11:05 CST).
Distributed Agenda

1. Call to order / welcome
2. Review and approval of minutes from May 19, 2015 (attached) – Group

3. Old business

a. Update on 501c tax-exempt status -- Quentin

b. ICPA 2016 planning 

c. ECPA updates; finalize plan for ICPA materials 
d. Scientific division restructuring – Ken
e. Linkage with ACPA – Ken

f. Website -- Quentin

4. New business 
a. Report on Geospatial World Forum – Nicolas
b. Report on NCERA-180 – Ken et al.

5. Adjourn

